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All About the Writing Business and Becoming an Author! 

If you're looking to become a published author, chances are good that you've had to 
make many difficult decisions already. You may wonder or second-guess yourself about 
whether you should write short paperback books or long-form e-books. You might also 
struggle to decide whether you should publish on your own or go the traditional route. 
Thankfully, with enough dedication, effort, and a bit of guidance, your path to getting 
published can be easier than you think. 

Becoming a published author starts with knowing how to write. While mastering basic 
grammar and spelling is crucial, being able to create an engaging plot is equally vital. 
Successful authors also go beyond storytelling; they meet deadlines, embrace constructive 
criticism, and conduct thorough research. Accuracy matters as well, especially when your 
writing intersects with real-world facts. 

Many aspiring authors find that it helps to pursue an English degree, which provides a 
good foundation of knowledge. This educational route exposes you to a diverse array of 
literature, giving you a deeper understanding of storytelling techniques. Earning a degree 
in English or creative writing can be a good path to take, though majors like journalism, 
communications, and linguistics can also enrich your writing and broaden your 
perspective. You may also find through the course of your education that writing a book 
isn't your true passion after all. There are many other types of writing careers out there, 
too, so you don't have to write a book to make a living from writing. The world needs 
good journalists, for example, and technical writers also serve a crucial role, translating 
complex concepts into accessible language. 

If writing and publishing a book truly is your dream, you'll need to decide who you want 
to publish your work. In the digital age, traditional publishing houses are no longer the 
only option. Self-publishing empowers writers to take control of their publishing journey, 
and it means that you won't have to worry about convincing an agent to take you on or 
facing a mountain of rejection letters. You'll also retain full creative control over your 
work. On the other hand, you'll also need to put in the work of designing the cover, 
editing and putting together your book, and then marketing your work to the world. 

Self-publishing companies offer a middle ground between traditional and independent 
publishing, and they provide essential services like editing and design as well. However, 
it's important to research the available self-publishing platforms carefully. Go through the 
customer reviews, examine their services, and check out their track record in the industry. 
It's also important to look for platforms that align with your goals. Then, evaluate the 
contract terms carefully to ensure that you retain ownership of your work. Be wary of 
platforms that pressure you into buying expensive add-on services that you probably 
don't need or signing exclusive agreements without making sure that you understand all 



the implications of doing so. You should also compare the pricing structures of different 
platforms, taking into account publishing fees, upfront costs, and royalty rates. 

For those who prefer traditional publishing, once you've finished your book, the first step 
to publication is finding an agent. You can search online for lists of agents to reach out 
to, but a simpler way to choose who to contact is to look at books similar to yours and 
find out which agents those authors use. Once you have your list, put this information 
into a spreadsheet to help you keep track of the progress of each query. Then, write your 
pitch, a letter that includes a bit of information about yourself and gives a brief summary 
of the book, and send it off. Note the date in your spreadsheet, then follow up if you 
don't hear anything within a month. Remember that persistence pays off: You'll probably 
get a lot of rejections, and that's part of the process. Each rejection brings you closer to 
the right fit, so don't get discouraged. And when that acceptance letter finally arrives, 
you'll be able to celebrate a major milestone on your publishing journey. 

Once you get an agent, they'll work to sell your book to a publisher. Then, you'll start 
working with an editor. You may have already hired your own editor to polish your 
manuscript before looking for an agent, but now, you'll be working with your publisher's 
editor, who will have their own ideas for how you can make your work truly shine. 
Editing is the bridge between your creativity and the reader's experience, and their 
feedback will enhance the quality and appeal of your work. Embrace constructive 
criticism, revise diligently, and trust the process. Your book will emerge stronger, ready to 
captivate readers and leave a lasting impression. 

Essential Skills 

• Understanding Constructive Criticism 
https://writingnsw.org.au/constructive-criticism-with-sisonke-msimang/ 

• Developing Writing Skills 
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/developing_writing.pdf 

• Understanding the Different Types of Literature 
https://www.britannica.com/art/literature 

• Effective Story-Telling Techniqueshttps://www.eomega.org/article/7-highly-
effective-storytelling-techniques 

Educational Pathways and Career Opportunities 

• Journalism and Journalistic Writing 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/subject_specific_writing/journalism_and_journalistic_
writing/index.html 

• Technical Writing 
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/language-communication/what-does-technical-writer-do 
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• Career Options if You're a Good Writer 
https://www.thedailystar.net/campus/career/news/career-options-if-you-are-good-
writing-2948571 

Self-Publishing 

• Earn More Royalties Through Self-Publishing 
https://www.dummies.com/article/academics-the-arts/language-language-
arts/writing/earn-more-royalties-via-self-publishing-200441/ 

• Top Six Self-Publishing Companies 
https://nybookeditors.com/2020/07/a-guide-to-the-top-6-self-publishing-
companies/ 

• Is Self-Publishing Coming of Age in the Digital World? 
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-35482345 

• Researching Self-Publishing Platforms 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbIUu0RdJI&feature=youtu.be 

• Forming Your Own Business 
https://llcattorney.com/ 

• Getting Started in Self-Publishing 
https://africa.businessinsider.com/careers/i-make-dollar7000-a-month-writing-
childrens-books-and-teaching-others-how-to-self/brfdf7z 

Working With an Agent and Publisher 

• How to Find an Agent 
https://www.melissacollings.com/blog/how-to-find-the-right-literary-agent-for-
your-book 

• Who Are Literary Agents? 
https://writers.com/literary-agents 

• How Royalties Work 
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/r/royalty.asp 

• Traditional Publishing 
https://www.booksandsuch.com/blog/traditional-publishing-2/ 

• What Publishers Do 
https://press.uchicago.edu/Misc/Chicago/WhatDoEditorsDo.html 

• Dealing With Rejections 
https://guides.med.ucf.edu/gettingpublished/publication-rejection 
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Watching Out for Red Flags and Protecting Yourself 

• Six Publishing Red Flags 
https://benwolf.com/6-publishing-red-flags/ 

• Evaluating Publishing Contracts 
https://writerbeware.blog/2020/05/29/evaluating-publishing-contracts-six-ways-
you-may-be-sabotaging-yourself/ 

• What Happens After You Sign a Publishing Contract? 
https://www.writerscookbook.com/what-happens-after-a-publishing-contract-is-
signed/ 

• Costs of Publishing a Book 
https://strategically.co/blog/content-marketing/how-much-does-it-cost-to-publish-
a-book/ 

Working With an Editor 

• Benefits of Hiring an Editor 
https://theunapologeticvoicehouse.com/the-top-5-benefits-of-hiring-a-professional-
book-editor/ 

• Hiring an Editor 
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/pw-select/article/91242-
how-to-choose-an-editor.html 

• When to Hire an Editor 
https://www.writersdigest.com/publishing-faqs/when-to-hire-an-editor-expert-
opinions 
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